
   

 
Volum

 

me 18           

TH
 NEWSLETT

HE S
ER OF THE 

Published fo

 

SIGN
MOUNTAIN 

JANUAR
or the Educatio

Page 1 

 

NAL 
 EMPIRE MO
RY 2011 ISS
n and Informat

 

New 
Cater
Muse
West
with n
minin
rules 
the lo
mont
diese
daug
and h
Craig
was 
rema
being
availa

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 BRI
ODEL RAILR
SUE 
tion of Its Memb

T

Mountain Emp
rpillar Train ent
eum on Saturda
ern EMD SD40
new Caterpillar 
ng projects. Spe
 given the limite
oad. The train 
th period by M
el mechanic. H
hter-in-law Kale
his wife, Karen w
g at the throttle 

a momentous 
ains a work in 
g developed a
ability permits. 

IDGE
ROADERS C

bership 

Train Wa
The

ire Model Railr
tered service at
ay, December 4
0-2 locomotives
 equipment bou

eed was limited 
ed clearance ow
 was assemble

Mr. Haynie who
His 6 year old
ey Haynie, (who
were in attenda
 and Isaac atte
 and memorab
progress with 

and waiting fo

E 

CLUB             

atching at
e Caterp
oaders membe
t the George L.
, 2010. Pulled b
s, the rolling st
und for heavy c
 in accordance 
wing to the dim
ed over an ap

o had once bee
 grandson, Isa

o took the photo
ance for the ina
nding to the be
ble run. The C
additional ship
or scheduling 

    Number 1 

t MEMRR
illar Train

er Craig Haynie’
 Carter Railroa
by two Norfolk &
tock was loade
construction an
with establishe

mensional size o
proximately tw
en a Caterpilla
aac Haynie, hi
ographs shown

augural run. Wit
ell and whistle, 
Caterpillar Trai

pments currentl
as track tim

R 
n  

s 
d 
& 
d 
d 
d 

of 
o 

ar 
s 
), 
h 
it 
n 
y 
e 



DECEMBER 2010 ISSUE                                                                                                     THE SIGNAL BRIDGE 
 

   
Page 2 

 

Mountain Empire Model Railroaders 
Special Abbreviated Meeting  

December 14, 2010 
Minutes 

 
All Aboard: 
 
After a Christmas Blessing of the season was asked by Ted Bleck-
Doran, MEMR President Fred Alsop called the “Special 
Abbreviated” meeting to attention around 7:00 p.m. There were 
39 members, associate members and guests present.  Everyone 
enjoyed the company of all who attended and Christmas cheer 
and merry-making was celebrated by all. 
 
Fred began the seasonal meeting by thanking Mr & Mrs Ed 
Champion, Mr & Mrs Jim Pahris, Mr & Mrs Duane Swank, Gary 
Emmert and Larry Frazierfor their untiring efforts in the set-up and 
arranging of the dining hall for our festivities. 
 
Fred Commented that the membership within the club was 
healthy and we are growing steadily.  A special Thanks was given 
for the Astounding work Ted has done with the Signal Bridge.  The 
entire year compendium of the year 2010 Signal Bridge in 
COLOR was available for viewing.  Thanks Again Ted. 
 
In November, the “story-telling” was an resounding success as 
were the clinics that were demonstrated by the membership 
during National Model Railroad month.  Thanks to all who 
participated. 
 
Fred also graciously thanked the club for allowing him to once 
again be President of such a dynamic organization.  And as such, 
Fred reported Dr. Paul Stanton, President of ETSU is also proud 
we are located on the campus and were being given room to grow.  
Fred mentioned the “regular core” group of young engineers is 
growing and ensuring a future at ETSU.  The dynamics of building 

the “Tweetsie” layout is something the MEMR group is looking 
forward to for next year, and you are invited to participate.   
 
Briefly under “NEW” business, It was brought up, that the newly 
organized George L. Carter N.R.H.S. chapter was to hold its “first” 
meeting (Dec mtg was post-poned due to weather) on January 
16th 2011 in the room (312) we occupied during 2010 with our 
monthly meetings.  A note to remember, the MEMR regular 
meeting room will be #322 (opposite side of hall where elevator is 
located) starting January 18th, 2011.   
 
Duane gave a brief story about ‘Ol Pete and his short railroad 
career concerning Uncle Joe (see “The Switchman” below). 
 
Ted thanked officers for giving timely monthly material and others 
for input on “Content” added to Signal Bridge. 
 
Jim is currently looking for display items for museum.  Contact him 
to help rotate our displays. 
 
Next, all Santa’s Railroad elves and their respective guests started 
stoking the fires on the food line.  The fare was hearty and very 
delicious.  If by chance you did not attend this year’s Annual 
Christmas Dinner of MEMR, you definitely missed out.   Make 
plans now to attend next year. 
 
And finally it was time to dust off the cinders, wash off a little 
grease and let “Dirty Santa” in the house.   He came in with a 
vengeance and what a night it was.  Prized items were a DVD on 
America’s Railroads, large framed picture of Copper Creek Trestle, 
a Pennsylvania Railroad book, a Cold Solder unit or even 1 of 
three NS Cabooses.   So, in closing the books on 2010, here’s to a 
prosperous new year for MEMR and we hope to see you with us at 
one of the many planned events, meetings, or weekends during 
the year 2011. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Don Q. Ramey 

MEMRR Club Secretary
 
 

MEMRR Group Coordinators Meeting  

December 9, 2010 
Rabetoy Layout Development 
Progress Report 
 
1. At the Coordinators Meeting of November 11, 2010, it was 
decided to concentrate efforts essentially on one project at a time. 
Consequently, available personnel and resources have been 
directed toward completion of the new yard project in the main 
room of the George L. Carter Railroad Museum. Work on the 
ET&WNC project has been suspended pending the removal of the 
wall between the Ken Marsh Room and the newly acquired room 
delineated in the Progress Report of November 11, 2010. It is 
expected that the wall will be removed some time during the ETSU 
Christmas break. 
 
2. On November 16, 2010, Fred Alsop and Emile Hamm were 
provided with my suggestions for inclusion in the expanded 
version of the ET&WNC layout (ENCL. 1). 
 

3. On or about November 18, 2010, Rich Gallaher provided his 
suggestions for inclusion in the expanded version of the ET&WNC 
layout (ENCL. 2). Thank you Rich. 
 
4. On November 30, 2010, at the suggestion of Dean Odiorne, I 
ordered a catalog of plans from the Underground Railway Press in 
an effort to obtain plans such that laser cut kits of specific 
ET&WNC prototypes could be developed. Unfortunately the only 
obviously applicable plans that appeared to be available were for 
ET&WNC box car, gondola, and hopper cars. Copyright rules 
preclude an enclosed copy of the catalog. As previously noted, kits 
for these cars are already available. However, if other plans are 
located, Doug Miller has verbally told me (at an S Scale meeting 
held in Hendersonville, North Carolina, on November 20, 2010) 
that he has access to a laser cutting machine and would be willing 
to produce kits for us in lots of 4 kits. Thank you Dean and Doug. 
Doug’s contact information is as follows: 
 
         Address:  Miller Engineering & Design 
                          371 Castleman Rd. 
                         Vestal, NY 13850 
         Telephone number: (607) 754-8260 
         Email address: douglasmiller@stny.rr.com  
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Heritage Diner Numbers 

Road Number 
& Name Type(1) Original Amtrak 

Number 
Freight RR 

& Number (2) 

8501-Silver Tureen DN 8055 CBQ-202 

8502-Silver Cuisine DN 8053 CBQ-198 

8504-Silver Restaurant DN/TR 8052 CBQ-195 

8505 DN/TR 8045 NP-458 

8507 DN/TR 8049 NP-463 

8509 DN 8046 NP-460 

8510 DN/TR 8050 CBQ-193 

8511 DN 8333 PC-4554 

8512 DN 8335 PC-4563 

8514 DN 8338 PC-4566 

8521 DN 8330 SOU-3306 

8524 DN 8383 SOU-3309 

8527 DN/TR 8062 SP-10212 

8528 DN 8063 SP-10213 

8530(3) DN/TR 8702 PC-7143 

8531(4) DN/TR 8711 CBQ-4737 

8532(5) DN/TR 8716 CBQ-4739 

8550 DG 8048 BN-1296 

8551 DN/TR 8051 CBQ-194 

8552 DN/TR 8047 NP 461 

8553 DN/TR 8516/8331 PC-4552 

8554 DG 8517/8336 PC-4561 

8558 DG 8522 SOU-3307 

8559 DG 8060 SP-10210 
(1) DN: Diner, DN/TR: Diner-Temoinsa Rebuild, DG: Grill Diner 
(2) The number in this column is the last number prior to being acquired by Amtrak.  
(3) PRR-7143 to PC-7143 to Amtrak 3643 to Amtrak 3321 to Amtrak 8702 to Amtrak 8530. 
(4) CBQ-4737 to Amtrak 5014 to Amtrak 8711 to Amtrak 8531. 
(5) CBQ 4739 to Amtrak 5016 to 8716 to Amtrak 8532. 
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THE VIEW FROM THE ENGINEER’S  
SIDE OF THE CAB:   

 
January 2011 is upon us, but it leaves many great memories 
for the MEMRR and the Carter RR Museum down the tracks of 
2010.  We celebrated the end of the year with a terrific 
Christmas party at the Tipton-Haynes State Historic Site.  The 
large meeting room was filled with members, spouses and 
‘significant others’ (but no little elves), more delicious food 
than we could consume at one sitting (though some tried their 
best), and a visit by Dirty Santa that forced the exchange of 
some treasured gifts through many sets of clutching hands.  In 
short, a great time was had by all complete with snow covering 
the landscape.  Our thanks to everyone who attended and 
especially to those who came early to decorate the room and 
set up the tables and chairs, Jim & Charlotte Pahris, Duane & 
Harriet Swank, Dan & Charlene McLeod, Larry & Jane Fraser, 
and Gary Emmert.  A very special Thank You goes to Jim Pahris 
for organizing the details for the party and to Vice-President 
John Carter for making the reservations for the site. 
 
The George L. Carter Railroad Museum was closed for the first 
time (excepting snow days) since we opened in November 
2007 on two consecutive Saturdays, both holidays, Christmas 
Day and New Year’s Day.  Having a couple of Saturdays ‘off’ 
was surely appreciated by all our volunteer members.  The two 
storytelling interview events were so successful (November 20 
and December 4) that plans are in the works to make it a 
monthly event in 2011.  The interviewers from the ETSU 
Graduate Storytelling Program interviewed 26 people over 
those two days and collected a lot of wonderful tales of the 
rails.  We sent thank-you letters to each interviewee along with 
a CD recording of their interview.  The newly organized George 
L. Carter Chapter NRHS will be involved in promoting these 
storytelling events in 2011 as one of the dedicated activities of 
this newly chartered NRHS chapter.  The chapter’s inaugural 
meeting will be held on Monday, 17 January, in room 312 of 
Brown Hall, ETSU (the room our MEMRR club has been 
meeting in the past 3 years) at 6:30 p.m. and anyone 
interested is invited to attend.  A REMINDER: The meetings for 
the MEMRR will be held in room 322 in Brown Hall this spring 
because of a room scheduling conflict. 
 
The snowy weather and the holidays slowed our Thursday 
night work sessions on our layouts at the Carter RR Museum 
during December, but we continued to get some things done.  
Work on the new staging yard for the HO layout and freight 
yard continued.  We have been concentrating on wiring the 
staging yard and installing Tortoise switch machines on its 8 
turnouts.  That work continues and anyone interested in 
helping with the wiring will be more than welcome to lend a 
hand. We need to get a group of “gandy dancers” (track layers 
and wiring dudes) to commit some time over the next few 
weeks to the club’s HO freight yard project so we can make 
some real progress on it. Please see John Carter, the project’s 
coordinator, to volunteer your time—We Need YOU!   We also 
have several large Walthers Cornerstone buildings associated 
with the diesel facilities module on that yard that need to be 
constructed if anyone wants to work on them please let me 

know.  Construction of these plastic kits is rather easy, 
straight-forward and enjoyable and any number of our club 
members will be happy to get you started if you have not had 
much experience with this facet of the hobby.   The new HO 
freight yard/staging yard complex is the current MEMRR club 
priority project and we need an organized and dedicated effort 
by our members to make it a working reality in a reasonably 
short time—Please Volunteer and share in the enjoyment and 
challenge of making this an exciting working feature of our 
layout.  
 
In November a small committee decided to form to set up a 
switching plan for the club’s HO layout so we could operate in 
a more prototypical manner on Saturdays.  They are asking 
that anyone with a stub track or siding on their personal 
modules give them permission to switch or otherwise operate 
there off the main line.  This may also require activating some 
of those turnouts so they may be accessed from the main line.  
Please give this group, Larry Fraser, Gary Emmert, Allan 
Morton, Don Ramey & David Doughty some feedback.  I shall 
be happy to have some hopper activity at the O.L. King and 
Sons coal yard as that empty CRR hopper has been setting on 
the dump ramp for a decade or more. 
 
Allan Morton has competed a draft of a letter of welcome for 
new members and a new version of our ‘member’s interests in 
the hobby of model railroading’ form.  I have approved both 
and we will be using them as a follow-up means to welcome 
new members to the MEMRR (nothing beats the personal 
touch when you meet them and greet them) and to learn 
something about their modeling preferences as we integrate 
them into our organization. Thank you, Allan. 
 
Carter Museum News:  The logo for the George L. Carter 
Railroad Museum has been officially copyrighted.  We should 
make some plans to get it transferred to some items, perhaps 
a tee-shirt or patch, that could be sold to visitors.  We should 
take advantage of the 100th ETSU anniversary celebrations 
this year (1911-2011) to make a “collector’s” edition selection 
available with the university centennial logo affixed as well. 
 
A few steps by any of our members across the hall to the “Ken 
Marsh room” will reveal the sweeping changes the renovation 
is bringing to our newly acquired space.  The Marsh room is 
570 sq.ft. and contains the display cabinets, window 
benchwork, and the Rabetoy donated benchwork and freight 
yard that we were converting to a highly modified and 
compressed ET&WNC Hon3/HO layout.  Emile Hamm has 
been developing a track plan for the Tweetsie part of that 
layout that incorporated Gary’s freight yard into it.  During the 
Christmas Holidays the university, at no expense to the 
museum, has been renovating the museum’s newly acquired 
space that was formally used by the McNair Program, but 
transferred to the Carter Museum in November.  They are 
following suggestions I made to their planners for the 
conversion of the space to the museum’s best use.  I’ll be 
happy to give any of you a 5 cent “tour” if you wish it over the 
next few weeks, but here is some of what you can expect to 
see when the renovations are completed: One large room with 
1310 sq.ft. of floor space; sheetrock on two walls to provide a 
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Membership Inventory 
First, let me thank you for being a member of the Mountain Empire Model Railroaders Club.  I 
hope that the next year as a MEMRR member will open new doors to new enjoyment for you and 
your interest in model railroading. 
 
It doesn’t matter if you are a seasoned veteran or new to the hobby, membership in the MEMRR 
gives you the opportunity to learn new skills, develop your modeling techniques and meet new 
friends that share your interest in the hobby. 
 
Please take this time to let us know what area(s) of the club you would be interested in 
participating in and can support in the coming year and return your completed questionnaire to 
Allan Morton or any club officer.  Thank you. 
 
(Check all that apply) 
 
___HO Scale Layout   ___N Scale Layout   ___G Scale Layout 
 
___HOn3 Tweetsie Layout  ___Traveling HO Layout  ___Kids Play Room 
 
___Museum Display Cases  ___Library Development 
 
Based on the above response, what would you like to learn more about or help develop? 
(Check all that apply)  
 
___Track Laying   ___Electrical DC/DCC  ___Scenery and Detailing 
 
___Layout Maintenance  ___Bench Work   ___Research 
 
___Other (Specify ):    ____________________________________________________ 
 
I consider my skill level to be:  ___Beginner/Novice ___Intermediate ___Expert 
 
What are your expectations from membership in the club? 
___________________________________ 
 
How can the club help you achieve your goals?  
____________________________________________ 
 
We look forward to seeing you at our weekly Thursday night working sessions at the George L. 
Carter Railroad Museum on the East Tennessee State University campus and at our monthly 
meeting the third Tuesday of each month. 

 
Fred Alsop 

President, Mountain Empire Model Railroaders 
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