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 Little Engineers room door now swings “outward” giving 
more inside room 
 Display cases will be updated in early December 
 Engineers hat sales have been “HOT”  new order is in 
and displayed in HO area 
 Christmas Party menu is to be on the “net” so all can 
sign up to provide food.  Club is providing the “meat” and 
members to provide accompanying dishes. 

3. A group outing for the year 2011 is being discussed for a trip 
to Elkins WV for railfan trip along the CSX rails.  More to come 
on this as information develops. 

4. Brochure rack has been placed in the entryway area just 
inside the door to museum building.  We need railroad 
related brochures if you know of any that might be available. 

5. A Club embroidered jacked is available in two styles.  A light 
weight jacket or a lined windbreaker.  See Duane for more 
info and pricing.  These will have the club logo on them. 

6. The Museum logo is in works to be copyrighted.  More on this 
as it progresses.  
 

Volunteer Recruiting for Saturday Operating Sessions: 
Bring a train, engine, or just yourself and come run with us on 
Saturdays.  Enjoy the club layouts. 

 
Announcements: 

We discussed the idea of setting up a switching train on Thursday 
night to be run on Saturdays.  Please give us some feed-back on 
this proposal.  This would give the public an idea of how to utilize 
a model railroad to better imitate the real world scenarios we see 
each day.  If you are “open” to having your module used for this 
operation, please contact the below listed committee and give a 
timeframe for completion of any work to be done to enable us to 
do this.  Switch and or Track electrification, switch installation, 
controls, etc.  This would make our Saturday sessions more 
enjoyable.  The people to notify are Gary, David, Allan, or Larry. 
 
Program for the Evening: 
No program was given due to length of meeting and officer 
elections. 
 
Next Scheduled Monthly Meeting: 
 
Annual Christmas Dinner/Party at Tipton Haynes Park in Johnson 
City, TN on December 14th from 6:30 till 9:00.  Bring a $20-25 
railroad gift for exchange if you want to participate and see the 
Dirty Santa Performance.  Please visit the club website  
www.memrr.org for directions to contact Jim Pahris for food 
signup and member attending count. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Don Q. Ramey 

 

MEMRR COORDINATORS’ MEETING 
11 November 2010 

235 Campus Center Bldg 
 
HO Layout (John Carter, John Edwards, Lyle Montieth): Work is 
progressing on the HO staging yard.  It was decided by the group 
to concentrate the club efforts on the yard for the next 4-6 weeks 
to complete as much of it as possible before beginning the 
Tweetsie layout after that space is renovated.  We need a lot of 
help with track laying , wiring, and building construction. 
 
Bankus N-Scale (Tod Eaton): Locos and their wheels have been 
cleaned, but we need to plan to replace some of the engines due 
to age and wear.  New highway bridge has been painted.  We need 
at least one volunteer from the N-Scale group present each 
Saturday. 
McKee G-Gauge (Jesse Kittle): Working on the G-gauge loco and 
passenger set donated by Dan McLeod and placing “people” in 
the new varnish. 
 
Cope Traveling Layout (Gary Emmert): Will use it for Saturday 
(13th) clinic.  Fred will repair plaster scenery.  Jerry Dennis has 
created diagrams (which have been duplicated) for its operation. 
 
Rabetoy HO/Hon3 (Gary Rabetoy)  
1. On October 16, 2010, I was advised by Philip Sloan of 
Cranberry Car Shops that he has placed an order with David 
Hoffman for several pairs of the three types of trucks used on the 
ET&WNC. It is anticipated that these trucks may be available as 
early as December, 2010. Philip Sloan will notify us when these 
trucks are available. We will need eleven pairs of trucks as 
outlined in section 6 of my report of October 14, 2010 
 
2. On October 28, 2010, I was notified by Fred Alsop that the 
room located between the Ken Marsh Room and the hallway with 
restroom access had been allocated to the George L. Carter 

Railroad Museum. I was also instructed to discontinue work on 
the current plan to develop an ET&WNC layout in the Ken Marsh 
Room at that time and to prepare for a much expanded plan 
intended to occupy both rooms once the wall separating the two 
rooms is removed. 
 
3. On October 29, 2010, I notified Emile Hamm to discontinue 
work on the plan he was developing for the Ken Marsh Room and 
to prepare for drawing an expanded plan as noted above. 
 
4. Recommendations: 

A. Await the arrival of the above freight car trucks. 
B. Remove the wall between the Ken Marsh Room and the 

newly allocated room noted above. 
C. When the wall noted in B above is removed, measure the 

latter room and combine the two rooms (the Ken Marsh 
Room having already been measured) into a CAD format. 

D. Once B and C above have been completed, commence 
work on an entirely new plan of development for both the 
Rabetoy Layout and the proposed ET&WNC layout. 

E. It is requested that a new coordinator be selected for 
future development of the Rabetoy and ET&WNC layouts. I 
have spent more than one year on this project and during 
this time the following has been accomplished: 
 Acquisition of an ET&WNC reference library, 
 Acquisition of ET&WNC motive power, rolling stock, 

and structures. 
 Development of two (Sloan & Hamm) ET&WNC layout 

plans (now obsolete). 
 Reassembly of the Rabetoy Layout in accordance with 

layout plans noted in 3 above. 
 General inventory of acquired and donated 

equipment. 
 Testing of ET&WNC brass locomotives. 
 Construction of shelf benchwork for the ET&WNC 

layout plans. 
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As it now appears that the project for which I originally agreed to 
act as coordinator has significantly changed, I feel it would be in 
my best interests and that of the MEMRR club if a new 
coordinator were selected to oversee the next phase of the 
project. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Gary Rabetoy 

 
Little Engineer’s Room (Duane Swank): Duane and Fred 
repositioned entrance door so it swings out into the hallway, not 
into the room, to give more space for visitors and as an added 
safety factor. 
 
Display Cases (Jim Pahris): The early Lionel display will be 
changed out in early Dec. and be replaced with Rock Island RR 
materials.  We are interested in displaying historical items and are 
soliciting them from the membership.  Please contact Jim. 
 
Sales (Duane Swank/Gary Rabetoy): Engineer hats have been 
selling well and more have been ordered.  Gary Emmert and Dave 
Doughty sold 1 CRR print, $30 in N-Scale and $105 in HO at the 
HobbytownUSA swap/sell/buy meet on Nov. 6th. 
 
Publicity (Hobie Hyder): 2 separate news releases from ETSU 
generated several newspaper articles, 2 radio and 2 TV interviews 
regarding the Carter RR Museum’s 3rd Anniversary, MEMRR 
Clinics, and Storytelling. 
 
Events (Hobie Hyder): Annual Holiday Party will be planned at Nov. 
business meeting.  Club purchased enough plasticware, plates 
and some soft drinks for the July picnic to have on hand for the 
Christmas party. 

 
Publications (Ted Bleck-Doran):  November edition of The Signal 
Bridge has 14 pages, plus a special Holiday Edition.  Editor 
looking for materials for December and future editions. 
 
Library (Gary Emmert): Received donations of 1940s, ‘50s 
editions of Railroad Model Craftsman, Model Railroader, NMRA 
publications, Trains folio for the ‘40s, railroad books w/all cars 
and other rolling stock, club newsletters from 1980s for 
Lexington, KY.  Materials are being sorted. 
 
Group Discussion: 
 1.  The addition of the new space to the museum will 
mean a new, larger track plan for the Tweetsie layout and any 
additional work on it will be halted until the renovation of the 
space is completed sometime early in the new year.  In the 
meanwhile those interested in this project will work on a new 
track plan. 
 2.  The other major project, now underway, is the new 
HO freight yard and connected staging yard.  This project should 
have our immediate priority and the club should focus its efforts 
on completing as much of its as possible over the coming weeks 
and months prior to the completion of the renovation of the “Ken 
Marsh/Tweetsie” room. 
 3.  Efforts should be made to recruit as many members 
as possible by each of the coordinators who have responsibility for 
current or projected layouts to get involved with their group.  We 
need everyone’s help to complete the work we have begun on the 
HO Club layout, the N-Scale, and eventually on the Tweetsie 
layout.  Please, members, step up and join one or more of these 
important groups and lend a much needed hand. 

 

THE VIEW FROM THE ENGINEER’S 
SIDE OF THE CAB:   

 
The Christmas Holiday Season is coming down the track like a 
runaway locomotive; unstoppable!  Our Annual Christmas Holiday 
Party is scheduled to take place at the Tipton-Haynes State 
Historical Site on South Roan Street.   The festivities, including our 
dinner meal and a visit from Santa bearing gifts on his Polar 
Express, will begin at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, December 14th.  This 
is our club’s regular December business meeting as well, so there 
will be a very brief business meeting.  Please contact Jim Pahris 
(423/753-8045 or pahrisj@embarqmail.com ) who has kindly 
volunteered to be the party coordinator (Thanks Jim) or check the 
club’s website to register for the party (so we can plan for 
everyone who is coming) and to let us know what food item you 
are bringing (this is important too!!). Spouses and “significant 
others” are welcome and expected (but leave any little elves at 
home please).  Remember, Santa will be there, but he needs a 
little help.  If you plan to exchange gifts please bring a railroad-
related item in any scale with a value of $20-$25 that is wrapped 
to be placed under the tree. We will have an entertaining gift 
distribution process to see who gets what that does not depend 
on whether you have been naughty or nice!   
 
November was National Model Railroad Month and the 3rd 
Anniversary of the George L. Carter Railroad Museum.  It proved to 
be the busiest month of the year for the MEMRR at the Carter 
Railroad Museum.  We had lots of local media publicity that 
generated lots of visitors every Saturday of November and spilled 
over into December with the 4th being a busy Saturday as well.  

The club members conducted 14 model railroad clinics that had 
mixed attendance, but were well demonstrated by our volunteer 
instructors.  You all did a terrific job and those of us who had the 
opportunity to attend not only learned a some new techniques, 
but were very impressed by your skills and modeling talents.  
Thanks you all for taking on the extra work to provide these How-
to-do-it Clinics for our visitors.  ETSU President Paul Stanton, his 
wife, Nancy, daughter-in-law and two grandsons stopped by briefly 
on the 20th and we appreciate his taking time from his busy 
schedule to check out the museum activities on ETSU’s 
Homecoming Saturday.    
 
Our two Storytelling events, held on Nov. 20th and Dec. 4th were 
very successful.  Delanna Reed, a storytelling instructor from 
ETSU’s Graduate Storytelling Program, with 3 volunteers from that 
program, interviewed 26 local people who came in to have their 
oral histories of railroads of the area, and beyond, recorded to be 
archived and saved for posterity.  They collected stories about the 
ET&WNC, Clinchfield RR, Southern RR, the yard short line at the 
Eastman Holston Ordinance Facility, and many others.  We have 
contact information for all our storytellers and will continue to 
develop this project over the following year with follow-ups of 
those who have much more information to tell than we could 
gather in the 30 minutes allowed for each initial interview and 
with efforts to get additional storytellers to come to our sessions.  
The newly formed George L. Carter Chapter NRHS will adopt this 
project as one of its focal goals and assist in conducting it.  This 
new NRHS chapter will have its inaugural meeting at 6:30 on 
Monday, Dec 13th, in room 312 of Brown Hall (where the MEMRR 
has been meeting) to elect officers, set club goals and priorities, 
and to get to know one another.  Memberships are open and we  
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