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Bankus N-Scale: Tod Eaton.  Cleaning and rehabbing locos; 
completing the large highway bridge. 
 
HO Layout: Joe Roberts/John Edwards/Lyle Montieth (electrical), 
John Carter (track & other).  Dispatcher’s Station almost 
completed (thanks Duane); recommend use of emergency (red) 
button on throttles when there is an operational problem that 
requires simultaneous stoppage of several locos/trains.  Minor 

mainline track adjustments made to Bill Hensley’s module (under 
construction) and some may be needed near lift bridge on Don 
Ramey’s module.  Rail joiners for new yard construction 
purchased as has been laytex calking to lay the track.  Work to 
begin ASAP. 

 
Recorder, 

Fred Alsop 
 

 
 

Following the Tracks of the 
“Tweetsie” Tweetsie Right of Way 

Trip, March 21, 2010 
Part 1:  

Text, legends and photos by Fred Alsop 
 

The East Tennessee & Western North Carolina was a unique 
narrow gauge railway originating from Johnson City, Tennessee 
and eventually extending to Boone, North Carolina, a distance of 
65 miles. The ET&WNC passenger service operated from 1882 
until 1950 and for a period time was the primary means for 
portions of mountainous Eastern Tennessee and Western North 
Carolina to have contact with the "outside world." 
(www.johnsonsdepot.com)  

Originally chartered in 1866 by the Tennessee General Assembly, 
the ET&WNC was not completed from Johnson City to Cranberry, 
North Carolina until 1882 after much difficulty and years of 
financial challenges. To navigate the difficult Blue Ridge Mountain 
terrain, the road was built to a "narrow" gauge design of 3-feet rail 
widths rather than the American standard gauge rail width almost 
two feet wider. The trip featured incredible scenic beauty and the 
railway was completed by Pennsylvania-based financier Ario 
Pardee and the noted railway engineer, Thomas Matson who later 
served as Mayor of Johnson City from 1892 to 1894. Matson also 
was founder and first President of the Johnson City Foundry and 
Machine Works and designed the landmark Elizabethton Covered 
Bridge in 1882 (www.johnsonsdepot.com) .  

Iron forges existed well before the Civil War in the vicinity of 
Cranberry, North Carolina where the largest vein of iron ore in the 
U.S. up to that time had been discovered. During the war iron was 
produced for the Confederate Army at Cranberry. In 1873, Ario 
Pardee and his associates purchased the iron works and formed 
the Cranberry Iron & Coal Company. Pardee also purchased the 
abandoned ET&WNC railway line and essentially built the railway 
line from 1879 through 1882, an impressive engineering and 
construction feat. The ET&WNC connected to the East Tennessee 
Virginia and Georgia Railroad (later Southern Railway) in Johnson 
City and both railways shared the same Johnson City depot from 
1891 through 1912 (www.johnsonsdepot.com). 

 
On a cool, crisp Sunday, March 21, 2010 a group of Mountain 
Empire Model Railroaders (MEMRR) traveled to Newland, NC, to 
meet Philip Sloan at his invitation to travel and explore some of 
the sites along the Right-of-Way (ROW) of the former East 
Tennessee and Western North Carolina Railroad (ET&WNC), the 
“Tweetsie”. The group assembled at the Avery County Museum in 
Newland, NC, and included Richard Gallaher, John Carter, Gary 
Rabetoy, Gary Emmert, Joel Shipley, and Fred Alsop of the 

MEMRR, and our guides, Philip Sloan and Jerry Turbyfill, both 
experts on the history of the Tweetsie.  Newland, NC was our 
rendezvous site for several reasons.  The former ET&WNC Linville 
depot had been moved here and is in the process of being 
restored.  The Avery County Museum housed many photos and 
artifacts connected to the Tweetsie, and the Linville River branch 
of the ET&WNC ran through Newland and that portion of the ROW 
became the southern terminus for our exploratory trip back 
northward towards Johnson City, TN.  

 
We began by inspecting the restoration of the Linville depot lead 
by Joel Shipley and Jerry Turbyfill who have been involved in 
moving the depot to its new site and in much of the actual 
restoration process.  The goal is to restore the unique bark-
covered station as it was when it served the railroad into the 
1940s. This preservation effort depends on detailed research for 
architectural drawings, vintage photos, interviewing people with 
memories of the little depot, money for renovation, and a 
sufficient volunteer labor force. Members of the ET&WNCRR 
Historical Society are helping Avery County with this project.  The 
group also toured the nearby Avery County Museum that houses 
as part of its regional collection photos of area landmarks at the 
time the Tweetsie served them, including the Cranberry Mines and 
the company town of Cranberry, NC, as well as photos and 
memorabilia of the railroad. 

 
Upon leaving the museum, we located the Tweetsie ROW on the 
west side of Newland and began following it along the old Linville 
River RR branch northward towards Cranberry.  We stopped at a 
large concrete abutment on the west side of the Toe River where a 
trestle once crossed the river and the road we were traveling on.  
Jerry Turbyfill told us of a series of very heavy rains in the early 
1940s that force an ET&WNC employee to crawl across this, the 
Tom Johnson bridge, in the stormy darkness to reach his home 
and family, including his pregnant wife in order to move them from 
their house near the rising river to higher ground.  That night his 
house and some of the railroad and its bridges were swept away 
in the raging flood waters.  We followed the railroad ROW and the 
Toe River northward through river valleys where gravel roads now 
used the old roadbed and crossed the tributary side-streams on 
the same deck bridges like the Tank Trustle the Tweetsie had 
used.  It was easy to imagine the little 10 wheelers puffing their 
way along these wooded Appalachian valleys and one could 
almost hear the sounds of steam escaping, the creaking of the 
coaches and freight cars, the squeal of the brakes, and the shrill 
of the little whistle echoing through the hills.  

 
At Cranberry we reached the original southern terminus of the 
ET&WNCRR.  Ario Pardee and his associates had purchased the 
Cranberry Iron Works in 1873 and in order to move its mineral 
wealth to the larger railroads running through Johnson City, TN, 
had built the narrow gauge railroad through the mountains to 
connect these two points. With the coming of the railroad, the 
company town of Cranberry with its cooler summer temperatures 
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MOUNTAIN EMPIRE MODEL 
RAILROADERS 

Business Meeting Minutes 
August 17, 2010 

 
Call to Order and Recognition of Visitors and New Members 
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM with 19 members 
present. There were no guests or new members present 
 
Officers’ Reports: 
Secretary’s Report: Minutes were accepted as published in the 
Signal Bridge with thanks to John Carter and Ted Bleck-Doran who 
stepped in for Don Ramey in his absence. 
 
Newsletter Editor’s Report:  Ted Bleck-Doran reported that 
the August issue of the Signal Bridge was expended to 12 
pages thanks to the submission of material from several 
members, notably Allen Morton, Geoff Stunkard, Fred Alsop 
and Gary Rabetoy. There has been a flurry of activity with the 
submission of some excellent material. In up-coming issues 
there will be a multi-part railfan tour of the ET&WNC  right-
of-way, another to the Charlotte NC trolley system, a 
construction article on kit-bashing a railroad diner, and one on 
building a Fine Scale Miniatures freight house on the “cheap.” 
The Amtrak series will continue with looks at its passenger car 
fleets starting with head-end cars and working back. There is 
also a multi-part visit to Cass WV planned. Members were 
encouraged to continue making the Signal Bridge their club 
newsletter through sending the editor their ideas and 
submissions. Nothing is too rough that it can’t be polished and 
brought to print. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Duane Swank reported that the club 
account is running in the black. However, when obligating 
funds to cover the yard expansion the ledger sheet appears to 
show a deficit. This is due to a) club action to carry a $1,000 
balance, and b) obligating funds in advance of expenditure for 
the yard installation. 
 
Webmaster’s Report: John Edwards reported that the club 
contract with the web service provider has been renewed for 
the coming year. 
 
Vice President’s Report (Upcoming Programs): John Carter 
reported that the following programs have been scheduled for 
the remainder of the year. 
September Fred Alsop          Kit-bashing a Diner 
October              Lyle Monlith       Using a Decoder Tester 
November           Gary Emert         CRR Paperwork 
December            Santa                   Annual Christmas Party 
 
President’s  Report  
1. Museum Space Request Update: Fred Alsop reported 

that the request for additional space adjacent to the 
existing rooms is still an option. Fred is promoting the 
idea of expansion based on fire safety, needed display 

space for Tweetsie Layout creation and archiving the 
club/museum library. There is possible movement of 
offices from the ETSU main campus to the “Farm” which 
will effect space utilization. 

2. Kingsport Times-News Interview: Fred also reported that 
he was interview for an article in the Kingsport Times-News 
on August 10th for publication later in the month. Fred asked 
members to watch for the article and to save a copy if 
possible for the club archives. 

 
Old Business: 
1. Annual Club Picnic: Jim Pahris reported on plans for the 

Annual Club Picnic at Tom & Kim McKee’s house. To date 27 
members  and spouses have signed up for the event. It is to 
be an adult only event. The McKee/s are providing Bar-B-Q 
chicken. Jim Pahris has purchased flatware and paper-goods 
(with enough for the Christmas Party). Members planning on 
attending are asked to bring a food dish to share and let Jim 
know what menu item they will be providing. So far the menu 
selection is varied. Members are invited to bring their own 
chairs to assist with seating. Parking will be at the Lutheran 
Church with shuttles starting at 3:30 PM. Picnic will run from 
4:00  PM to 7:00 PM. 

2. HO Yard Update: Fred Alsop reported that 800 rail joiners 
were purchased and have been received. 

3. Other Old Business: none. 
 
New Business: 
1. August Coordinator’s Meeting Update: Fred Alsop provided a 

brief overview of the August Coordinators” Meeting (For a 
detailed report see “Coordinators’ Meeting Minutes” 
elsewhere in the August issue of the Signal Bridge) 

2. “How We Do It” Clinics: Fred Alsop reminded members that 
November is fast approaching and emphasized the numerous 
opportunities we will have to promote the club and hobby 
(Model Railroad Month, Club’s 3rd Anniversary, Holiday Open 
House, ETSU Homecoming, etc.) It’s not too soon to begin 
planning “How-to” clinics for the public. 

3. Knoxville Train Club President’s Visit: It was announced that 
Larry Burkhauser, president of the Knoxville Train Club, will 
visit MEMRR in September. He has asked for time to present 
information on the NMRA and its National Convention 
planned for Gatlinburg TN in 2012. 

4. Other New Business: 
Criteria for Honorary Memberships: Fred Alsop identified a 
potential problem with the Honorary Membership category 
authorized by our by-laws. While we have authorized several 
in the past, there are no clear standards for selection or 
limits on duration. MEMRR members are asked to be 
prepared to offer suggestions and recommendations at the 
September meeting. 

 
Volunteers for Saturday Operating Sessions; 
Members present at the meeting signed up to cover the Saturday 
Operating sessions through September 18th. Members are 
reminded that they are to provide coverage for one (1) Saturday 
Operating session a month (or special showing of the layouts as 
announced by the president. 
 
Announcements: 
 
Signal Bridge Publication Schedule: The following deadlines for 
the SIGNAL BRIDGE are as follow: 
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said Lawmen Manager Stan West. 
 
The video, a first for the Lawmen, mixes footage taken during 
construction of the Heartland Corridor with a country line dance 
led by three singers, including NS employee Anita Brown, senior 
customer account representative, revenue accounting. A “making-
of” video shows behind-the-scenes footage. 
 
More than 200 employees appear in the video, which was filmed 
in Atlanta in front of the David R. Goode Building and at the 
McDonough Training Center. Kim Cloutman, manager corporate 
media center, and Marc Orton, director visual communications, 
directed and produced the video, which features E.T. Jackson on 
lead vocals and rhythm guitar, Mark Crawford on the six-string 
electric bass guitar, Freddie James on drums, Dale McCoy on lead 
electric guitar, and Myron Smith playing the electric pedal steel 
guitar. Folksong-writer Dave “Briz” Conard of Belmar, N.J., penned 
the song for Norfolk Southern. 
 

The song soon will be available on iTunes, and the video is 
available on the company’s YouTube channel in addition to the 
Web site. 
The Heartland Corridor is a three-year project to upgrade Norfolk 
Southern’s rail route between the busy Virginia ports and the 
Midwest by modifying 28 tunnels to accommodate double-stack 
containers. The new gateway will cut about 250 route miles and a 
day or more of transit time from current train schedules. 
 
Norfolk Southern Chief Engineer of Bridges and Structures Jim 
Carter calls the Heartland Corridor “a once-in-a-lifetime project. 
It’s probably one of the biggest engineering projects taken on by a 
railroad in modern times.” Project Manager Bob Billingsley, who 
logged about 800 days in the tunnels or traveling between them, 
managed daily operations. The Heartland Corridor is scheduled to 
open Thursday, Sept. 9, with a commemorative event at Cowan 
Tunnel near Radford, Va. 
 

From Norfolk Southern Media News Release at 
www.nscorp.com

 

The View from the Engineer’s  
Side of the Cab.   

 
Our annual picnic was an outstanding event once again and was 
well attended by MEMRR members and their guests on a beautiful 
afternoon.  Tom and Kim McKee hosted the club at their 
spectacular lakefront home and furnished the grilled chicken.  It 
was delicious and we got to run some of Tom’s garden layout 
trains despite a heavy rainstorm that ended only minutes before 
the party-goers arrived.  Tom and Kim, the members of the 
Mountain Empire Model Railroad club thank you once more for 
making this one of the best social events of our year.  We truly 
appreciate your kindness and your hospitality. 
 
Summer visitation at the Carter Railroad Museum has been good 
with lots of Saturday visitors and many little engineers in the kid’s 
playroom.  Late August found the university back in session with a 
record enrollment of more than 15,000 students and parking 
tighter than ever.  New windows were installed in the Campus 
Center Building in August including those in the railroad museum.  
We have once again been asked to participate in the President’s 
Classroom and we will be the first location on campus visited by 
President Stanton’s special guest after they leave their welcoming 
orientation in the library.  The “Class” will visit us for about 20 
minutes on Monday, September 20th at approximately 5:15 p.m.  
We will need to have 5-6 members present to greet them and to 
operate the layouts.  Volunteers for the evening please contact me 
and try to be at the railroad museum around 4:45 p.m.  Thank you 
in advance for helping.  The places the university takes this 
special group of VIPs is very limited and it is a measure of the 
pride President Stanton takes in the Carter Railroad Museum and 
in the MEMRR that operates it that we continue to be selected as 
a “must see” destination for them. 
 
During the July MEMRR business meeting one of our members 
suggested the Carter Railroad Museum become more involved in 
prototype railroading.  At our August meeting one of our members 
gave a PowerPoint presentation about the National Railway 
Historical Society (NRHS) and information on what it would take to 
establish a chapter.  Subsequently, I have discussed this with 
several members of MEMRR to see if there might be some 
interest in forming the George L. Carter Chapter, NRHS and I 

telephoned Mike Tilley, President of the Watauga Chapter, NRHS 
to discuss this possibility with him. I am providing the information I 
have to the editor of The Signal Bridge to be printed in this issue 
of the newsletter to see who might be interested in being charter 
members of such a new NRHS chapter (see that article on page 
14).  Here are my initial thoughts on the establishment of the 
George L. Carter Chapter, NRHS: 
 
1.  I support the establishment of an independent chapter that 
could provide the opportunity for local members to be associated 
with an international, long-standing organization such as the 
National Railway Historical Society (NRHS) (75 years) that 
promotes the historical and educational aspects of railroading.   
 
2.  I support the opportunity to link the name of George L. Carter, 
a local railroad pioneer, with a national railway historical society 
such as the NRHS, and thus connect the George L. Carter 
Railroad Museum and East Tennessee State University with a 
broader platform of recognition involving America’s railroading 
history. 
 
3.  I believe this chapter’s focus will be different from the model 
railroading focus held by many of the members of the Mountain 
Empire Model Railroaders (MEMRR) whose work supports the 
George L. Carter Railroad Museum, and while it will be 
independent of that club and its members, will also provide 
opportunity for membership for those MEMRR members who may 
seek to be members of both organizations.  Additionally, others 
who are not members of the MEMRR, and may not be model 
railroaders, may seek membership in the new NRHS chapter. 
 
4. I support the concept that the formation of this new NRHS 
chapter should in no way interfere with the organization, 
activities, goals, fellowship, club and museum efforts, or other 
rights and privileges of the MEMRR, nor detract from it in any 
perceived manner, and that I shall continue to support the 
MEMRR and the Carter Railroad Museum in every way and 
remain as active a leader in both of these institutions as I have in 
the past. 
 
Please let me know your thoughts on this proposal and let me 
know if you are interested in becoming a charter member. 
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